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whole of the teaching ¢an be provided vol-
untarily; and, after all, it is not mueh to
ask of the legal profession that it should
make its voluntary contribution to the com-

munity. The medical profession for many
decades has contributed enormously for
nothing. Every publie hospital, every free

hospital throughout the British Empire is
practically staffed and carried on by the
voluntary services of medieal practitioners.
A man may go into a London hospital and
be: operated upon, gratuitously, by a sur-
geon who would c¢harge a fee of hundreds
of guineas to operate on a person not in
that hospital. As a member of the legal
profession I would be not only pleased but
intensely proud to offer my little mite to-
wards directing bright boys into that pro-
fersion. The result would be good. We
who are in the profession are proud of it,
and desire to see ourgelves entitled to be
still prouder. The way to hecome prouder
of one's profession is to get the best people
into it. The ‘‘hest’' people in that sense
are not the sons of that man or of this
man, but the boys who have the brains and
the ambition. We do not care where they
come from: if we get them into the profes-
‘ gion, we shall be more entitled to be prond
of it. T therefore say to members of this
House that the Bill, if passed, will to a
deplorable degree reduce the standard of
the legal profession. The only argument
brought forward is the argument that at
present people not properly qualified are
admitted. I agree that that is so, and I say
that it should be remedied. The only objec-
tion to the present state of affairs which
could possibly he urged is that it is a little
too diffieult, because an entirely destitute
boy cannot enter the profession. I give
memhers o solution for that: a chair of
law, I ask, therefore, that the Bill be
voted against solidly on the seeond reading.
I say it is a Bill which does not merit the
consideration of the House. T have care-
fnlly avoided making the obvious comment
on the measure, but I do ask that members
will vote the Bill down on the second read-
ing and give it no further consideration.

On motion by Mr. Marshhall debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.50 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pn., and read prayers.

QUESTION—CREAM SEPARATORS,
STATE AGENCY.

Hon. T, A, STEPHEXNSON asked the
Colonial Seeretary: 1, Is it a fact that the
State Government, through the State Imple-
ment Works, have become selling agents in
Western Australia for a foreign eompany
making or selling cream separators? 2,
Have the Gevernment, through the State
Implement Works, already purchased a
number of these foreign-made machines?
3, Is the separator a new type of machine
that has never been proved as suitable for
Australian conditions? 4, Ts the Minister
pot aware that there are alrcady six or
seven reputable firms in the State meeting
the demand for cream separators with well-
known models?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, The general manager of the State Imple-
ment Works has become 8 selling agent for
cream separaters maide in Sweden. 2, An
order has heen placed for 50, the selling
price of which will be considerably below
the price now being paid by settlers. 3,
The marchine has been tested and approved
of by the Dairy Expert, Agricultural De-
partment. 4, T am not aware of the num-
her of firms who are selling, but I am in-
formed that all separators used locally are
of foreign make,

BILL—PRESBYTERTAN CHURCH ACT
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Colonial Secretary and
read a first time.

MOTION—TRAMWAYS AND WATER
STPPLY.

Transfer to Local Governing Bodies.

Hon., C. F. BAXTER (Fast) [4.35]: I
move—

That in the opinion of this House the
Governinent  should  immediatrly enter
into nenotiations for the transfer of the
mefropoliten tramway  system  and  the
metropolitan wat-r supply to represenia-
tires of the loeal bodies concerned.
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Sinee I gave notice of my intention to move
the motion, there bas been a Heated eon-
troversy regarding the tramways and the
competition of motor buses, It is some-
what remarkable to find a responsible Min-
ister of the Crown, speaking on behalf of
the Government, taking up a stand that
practically means wiping out the bus ser-
viees. The attitude of the Government is
retrogressive, because in other ecountries
where progress is being made, bus services
are increasing almost daily. I have in-
cluded the metropolitan water supply in the
motion, but I do not intend to deal with
that aspect at any length. A select com-
mittee appointed by this House i inquiring
into that problem at the present time, and
it would be unrcasonable for me to discuss
it to any extent at the present juneture.
The function of Government should be to
render service to the publie, but not to em-
bark upon commercial concerns, We have
had State ventures of various descriptions,
and much money has been lost as a result.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Not in all instances.

Hon. €. P. BAXTER: The ecxceptions
are few and the profits small in comparison
with the losses made in respect of all of
them. It is remarkable that, seeing that so
many people are in favour of transferring
the metropolitan services to the local bodies
concerned, nothing has been done in that
direction up to the present time. Some years
ago the Lefroy Government were prepared
to hand over both the metropolitan water
supply and the metropolitan tramway ser-
vices, but at that time the world war was
in progress. It was not possible for the
Government to raise loans on behalf of the
local bodies, or for the local governing
authorities to do so themselves in order to
take over the services. Naturally the Gov-
ernment conld not hand over those services
until necessary financial arrangements had
been made.

Hon. J. Duffell: In which year was that?

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: I cannot remem-
ber the exact year. T know the matter was
discussed, nnd the financial aspect proved
the stumbling-block, The war has been
over for some time, and the financial
position ig a bit more liberal. It would be
quite an easy matter now for local govern-
ing bodies, if they had the necessary legis-
Iative aunthority, to borrow money and take
over both services. Western Australia has
been overwhelmed with State trading eon-
cerna. We have arrived at that stage when
we have not Ministers enough to carry on
the work of Government departments pro-
perly.

Hon. J. Ewing:
ters now.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: My ecxperience
ghows that nine good men are required to
do justice to their portfelios. That is to
say, it requires mine Ministers who must
keep at the work without attending fune-
tiona oatside their offices. That is impos-

They have nine Minis-
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gible, of course, for Ministers musat travel
about the State,

Hon. J. Cornell: Why not have a Min-
ister for agricultural shows and another
Minister for deputations?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: If Ministers carry
out their duties properly they cannot re-
main in their offices the whole time. I
claim that nine Ministers would require to
be in their offices, not for 44 hours a week,
bot for mueh longer than that in order to
adequately deal with the business that
comes before them. This position is
brought about by the commercial concerns
that shonld not be run by the Government.
The function of government should be to
amsist in the development of a country, and
to attend to the finances.

Hon. J. Duffell: Do you consider the
Government should run the tramway ser-
vices?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Decidedly not.
That is work not for the Government but
for the lecal authorities concerned.

Hon. E. H, Gray:; Would you hand over
the trams te private enterprizef

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Both the services
I refer to are connected with the metropoli-
tan area. That is to say, one section of
the people are concerned, not the whole of
them. If any benefit acerues from either
service, the financial result should mot be
taken into revenue, but should be credited
to the utility rendering the service.

Hon. A. Burvill: And those funds could
be used for extensions.

Hon. C. . BAXTER; That cannot be
done by the Government, however, but it
could be done by the local authorities who
should have control over these conmeerns.

Hon. J, Duffell: Do you know how the
Government got control over the tramways
in the first instance?

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: Yes. When they
took over the service it was in a bad con-
tion. It cost a lot of money.

Hon. A. Lovekin: We know how they
paid, too,

Hon, ¢. . BAXTER: The plant was
worn out when the Government took over
the trams.

Hon. TJ. Duffell: But how did the Gov-
ernment come to get control of the ser-
viee?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: We are not dis-
cussing that point now,

Hon. J. Duffell: But did not the loeal
governing bodies make an effort to secure
control of thit service?

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: That was some
years ggo. I do not know that anything
has been done in that direction lately. The
local governing bodies are those who should
have the control of the services which affect
them directly. In Parliament we have
representatives of the whole of the State.
Every member of Parliament is not con-
cerned with the metropolitan area, buot
every member is in a position, because he is
a member of Parliament, to say what isx
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right or wrong for the metropolitan area.
That question should be in the hands of
those concerned who have fo pay. Imei-
dentally, it loocks as if the people will bave
to pay more heavily in the futnre. It will
be nothing new for local governing autbori-
ties to take over such sgervices and runm
them succesafully. With all the ramifica-
tions of government, with all the eireum-
locution and proecrastination of Government
conirol, the work must be held up more than
if it were in the hands of the local auth-
oritiva, One can lock at the wonderful
resulte achieved in Glasgow.

Hon, F. H, Gray: They have a much
hetter franchize than we have.

Hon, J, Duffell: T guestion that.

Mon., . F. BAXTER: I do not know
that the franchise affects the question.
Rather is it a matter of local governing
hodirs comprising good, sound men. We
have men of that deseription here, and they
onght to be just as saeccessful in their
eontrol of tlese concerng as similar bodies
are in other parts of the world.

lon. E. . Gray: The people would re-
quire to have a bigger range of choice in
order to sclect those who will control the
services.

Hon, . F, BAXTER: Tf the local gov-
erning bodies had control of the tramway
service at the present time 1 am convinced
they woulll not attempt to concentrate the
traffic in one part of the city. One has
oanly to bear in mind the recent annmounce-
ment Fy the Minister for Railways, who
controls the Tramway Department, to the
effeet that he intended to rum the Leeder-
ville trams nver the Horseshoe Bridge, to
realise what I mean,

Hon. J. Ewing: That is an important
point.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: 1t is important.
The effect of that will be to congest the
traffic in the eentral portion of the eity,
ard many dangers attach to the movement.
It aprears to me that if any alterations
ar: to he made, the trams should he taken
along the most direet route towarda their
destination, The best rounte for the Leeder-
ville service is not through the congested
part of the eity, Tf the Government cannot
ger their way to pot an overhead bridge
acrosy the railway line at Melbourne-road,
the route could be taken further to the west,
where a bridge already exists at Thomas-
strect.  Probably that bridge would have
to bhe widened. We wmust look ghead and
sre what expansion is likelv tg take place.
We know the wonderful development that
is necurring at present, and the increase in
traffic that has been encouraged by the
bus service.  Within a few vears of the
gramline being laid over the Horseshoe
Bridge there will be such a congestion in
that part of the eity that the tramway
service will be in a gimilar position to that
of the railway service to-day. At the Perth
railway station there is a bottle-neck
through which all the traffic has to pass.
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The tram tracks are heing relaid in Barrack-
street, and meanwhile the traffic hag been
diverted to William-street. A fortnight
ago practically the whole of the traffic of
the eity was held up owing to a bogey tram
taking the wreng points at the intersection
of Hny and Barrack-streets, The time has
arrived when ateps ghould be tokea to re-
lieve the congestion of traffie,

Hon, J, Duffell: By having overhead
railtways?

Hon, . 1", BAXTER: The time is not
far distant when our railways will have to
be electrified in ordcr to make them pay.
Tf a bridge were constructed over the Mel-
hourne-road erossing, it would relieve the
congestion of truffic that mow represents a
great ceomomice luss to the State. Of course
it would be a matt:r for the enginecra to
deeide whether the trams using that route
should run alung Murray-street or Welling-
ton-street.

Hon. J. Duffell: Yon would not expeet
the loeal governing bodies to bwmild that
hridge.

Hon. . . BAXTER: No, but th2 loeal
governing bodies would not have laid a
tramline across the Horseshoe Bridge.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Can you give the auth-
ority under which the Goverument can di-
vert the trams over the Horseshoe Bridged

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: XNo, but T suppose
they have considered that. Wherever the
tramways are in the hands of the local gov-
erning bodies, the motor bus traffic is not
inteefersd with Leyond the specifying of
routes, In most instances the local authori-
ties run huses of their own or arrange with
private bus owners to eonnect up with the
tramway syatom, The attitnde of our Gov-
erument is that the motor buses should be
cleared off the roads entirely, or relegated
to routes where the travelling public can-
not conveniently make use of them. What
i3 the tram service for bhut to facilitate
people in travelling? If the (Government
ingigt upon the buses being run at long
distances from the trams, and thus deprive
the public of this convenience, the people
will soon object hecause ther know the
value of the buses.

Hon, J, Duffell: Do you contend that
the present Government are acting more
arhitrarily than did the previous QGovern-
ment?

Hen. C. F, BAXTER: Tt is very diff-
cult to answer that question.

Hon. .J. Duffell: The previous GGovern-
ment raised the fares, and when the peo-
ple asked for a reduction, Mr, Scaddan told
them it was a luxury te go to the ecity to
do their shopping.

Hon, ", . BAXTER: The Government
were trying to make an obrolete service pay
its way, but the present Government ap-
year to be saevificing evervthing in order
to show a huge profit on the Electricity De-
partment and the tram service. The relay-
ing cf the tram tracks will be found to Yae
largely a waste of money. A double line is
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being relaid in Barrack-street and I ven-
ture to say that in a very few years the
increase in traffic will necessitate the pul-
ling up of ome of those tracks. Let us
consider what is happening in other parts
of the world, ‘‘The Commercial Motor’’
of the Sth July, 1924, contains an article

headed, ‘‘Darlington discards its tram
cars,’” and Darlington hag a population of
53,000, The article reada—

As has been stated in previous issues
of '*The Commercial Motor,”’ the Dar-
lingten Corporation has fer some months
past been giving very serious attention to
the advisubility of effecting a change in
its passenger transport facilities hy the
suhstituticn of trotley-buses for the ex-
isting tramear services in the town, and
at last the question has been definitely
settled by the decision of the general pur-
poses committee of the corporation to re-
commend the authority forthwith to make
application to the Ministry of Tramspert
for permission to discard the trams, and
to replace them by the more flexible mode
of passenger lecomotion.
cance of this latest development is that
the committee in question comprises all
the members of the couneil and, there-
fore, the motion having been agreed to
with only two dissentients, the final con-
firmation of the resolution by the cor-
poration will be merely a matter of ob-
serving certain formalities. The fact that
Darlington would indeed ‘‘scrap’’ its
tramways has fcr months been praetie-
ally a foregouc conclusion, for almost the
whole of the tracks in the town are
either dwe, or overdue, for renewal, and
at present-day ecosts the relaying ot
these lines was almost out of the ques-
tion, for it was eomputed that ap ex-
venditure of at least £96,000 weuld be
necessary for the purpose, whilst the
inauguration of a number of contom-
Plated extensions te parts of the towna not
already =erved would have entailed an
additional cost of about another £100,000,
In order to leave no stone unturnmed in
an cndeaveur to provide the best and
cheapest  facilities, the ecleelricity and
light tailways committee, which deals
with these matters, induced Mr. Baker,
general manager of the Birmingham
Tramways, to vicit the town and prepare
a report, in which he indicated trackleas
buses ag being the most suitable form ot
puhlic passenger conveyance for Darling-
ton. Tn addition, deputations visited Wol-
verhamnton and Birmingham in order to
glean first-hand information on the opera-
tion of the two forms of transport under
eonsideration, and having done so, they
made the reeommendation that railless
traction be substituted for the tramways,
a propasal which the geoeral purposes
eommittee has new endorsed.

Hon. E. H. Gray: They are not letting
private enterprise hop in.

The signifi- -

Ion. C. F. BAXTER: My motion deals
with local governing authorities, not pri-
vate enterprise. The article continues:—

The estimated cost of replacing the ex-
isting tramway system by railless cars,
in¢lugive of alterations to overhead equip-
ment, is £35,000, and including the pro-
pused extensions, it is estimated that the
cost will be £60,000, which, as will be
seen, represents a  substantial saving.
Petrol buses have had many staunch ad-
vocates in the town during the period
cf indecision, but against these the main
argument kas been on the score of opet-
ating cests, for it has been proved that
trackless vehicles, drawing their power
from the vlectricity works and supplied
at the low cost of %4, per unit, which is
the rate roling in Darlington, would prove
abont 3d. per mile cheaper to rum, this
being equivalent, on Darlington’s car
mileage, to an annual saving of about
£7,000,

Here iz another instance:—
The work of replucine the whole of
the tramway system at Keighley with 2
sysiem of railless traction has been com-
menced, and it is hoped to have the new
transport facilities in operation in the
course of a few months. The necessity
fer this step arose in consequence of the
bad condition of the rails throughout the
whole of the three routes raliating from
the centre of the town. With priees at
their present-day level, it was found im-
passible to reconstruct the whole of the
tramway tracks with any hope whatever
of the venture rroving a finaneial sueccess,
and after careful consideration of local
conditions it was decided that the tram-
way organization should be aholished.
Another instance is fonnd in Sumlerland—
The Sunderland Distriet Electrie Tram-
ways (o., who recently anmonnced their
intention of substituting motor buses for
tramears over 2 number of routes, are
making excellent progress towarda the
completion of the seheine, and permission
has bhern ohtained from a number ot
loeal authorities to effect the change-over.
These extracts show what is happening in
England, and England in this respect is a
long way kehind America. We must admit
that the Yankere iz a2 keen man of business,
who makes very few mistakes. In Ameriea
there are 134 eleetric railways operating
motor bus lincs, or more than double the
number there were a year ago, A hundred
and fifteen street tramway companies are
operating hueres as feeders, nuxiliaries or
co-ordinated branches of the transportation
syetems; 13 hus lines have replaced street
railway lines entirely, five electric tramway
companies operate trackless trollies as anx-
iliaries, feeders or en-ordinated hranches
of their transportation system; one track-
less trolley svstem: superseded electrie rail-
waxr rervice, thus making a total of 134
separate bus or trackless trolley lines op-
erated in connectivn with, or auperseding,
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street tramways. The 115 electric tram-
way companies operate 1,110 buses over
1,280 miles of route in feeder, auxiliary or
co-ordinated service. Of the 13 bus lines
which have replaced street railway service
entirely, nine are operated by the old street
railway company, while four are operated
by other organisations. Seventy-seven com-
pames operate buses in city service, 15 com-
panies operate them in inter-urban service,
while 15 companies operate them in both
city and inter-urban service. In addition
there are three companies operating buses
in both city and snburban service only, and
one company in suburban service. Infor-
mation is not available as to the type of
service of the remaining companies, Track-
less trolley servite is operated in eity ser-
vice by four companies and in suburban
gerviee hy two companies. The prineipal
towns concernrd are:—
Buses.
Pacific Electtic Rallway, Los Angeles ... lﬁ

Conneetlcut Company, New Haven .
Chicago,’ North Shore, & Milwankes B. .

Highwood . 27
Unlted Rallway & Electrle Co Baltimore 86
Boston Elevated Railway 31
Eastern  Massachusetta StIeet :R.aIIway.

Boston ... 1 |
Publie Service ]Lailway, Newar 27

Pennaylvanla»Oblo Electric Co Yonngu-

26
'!oun towa Munle!}:al :R.allway .o a1
TUnited Electric Railwsy, Rhode Island 28
Milwaokes Electric Rallway & Light Co. . 100

Auygtralia leads as an importer of motor
cars but Japan is by far the largest im-
porter of motor buses and motor transport
vehicles,

Hon. J. Ewing:
in Japan. :

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The Japanese are
evidently keen enough to appreciate the ad-
vantages of motor traction. The time is
ripe for the Government to hand over these
two public utilities. Expert advice ean be
obtained to ascertain the value, and having
arrived at that value, negotiations ean pro-
ceed. Personally I do not think the loeal
authorities have altered their views, I
know that they were prepared several years
ago to assume control of the services, but
the world over, at the present time—ex-
cept of course in those countries that have
made no progress—trackless vehicles have
taken the place of trams, and therefore
the local governing hodies may not hold
precisely the same views as they did a little
time back, and they may say that they do
not want to be saddled with a tramway
gystem.

Hon. J. A. Greig: They may regard the
trams as obsolete to-day.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: Precisely. With
recpect tn iramwarvs and water supplies, it
will be neeessary to horrow a lot of money
within the nexi few vears. ‘That money
shonld be borrowed, nof by the Government,
but by the people who use the services. It
ghould not he a charge apainst those who
derive no advantage from the services. A
part of onr loans is swallowed up in tram-
way cEtengions and proviling water sup-

There must be good roads
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plies. That should mot be. All our loan
money should he devoted towards the devel-
opment of the country and on reproductive
works, It is not right that the Government
should lorrow money to enable them to
earry on commercial voncerua. It was never
intended that that should be done, but in
Australia we seem to have gome omn experi-
menting in the direction in which commer-
cial enterprise alone should have proceceded.
Ta connection with Covernment undertak-
inga it is necessary that so many different
avenues should be gone through, and a con-
siderable amount of time is thereby lost.
In the ¢ase of a commercial firm, or a local
governing body, a matter that would, in
the hands of the Government, take up a
great deal of time, would be disposed of
very promptly. I have often heard people
talk about Government methods and red
tape. “‘‘Red tape’’ is a misnomer., What
is it? Tt ia merely a careful record that
must be kept of everything that is domne in
the Government acrvice, but for this re-
eord it would not be pessible for the Gov-
ernment to carry on. The system, however,
is not #0 combersome where local govern-
ing bodies are concerned, or even commer-
cial firms which do not work on those lines,
I do not kEnow that much more need be said,
except that T trust the House will give care-
ful consideration to the question. The time
has arrived when this House should say de-
finitely that the Government should, if poa-
gible, eome to some arrangement to hand
over the concerns to which I have referred
to the local governing bodies, who, as repre-
gentatives of the people in the metropolitian
area, are entitled to control them. I sub-
mit the motion,

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [5.5]): [
congratulate the bon. member on bringing
forward this motion, which deserves every
attention at the hands of the Government,
If we think for a moment of the satis-
factory financial position of Victoria com-
pared to that of Western Australia, we
must arrive at tbe conclusion that what
has heiped Victoria to a considerable ex-
tent has been the fact that the Govern-
ment there has been relieved of a burden
in the shape of activities such as thosc
referred to in the motion. The horrowing
of money by the boards controlling the
ntilities in Vietoria has reduced the per
capita indebtedness in that State to a
great extent. On several occasions wy
heard Mr. Colebateh, when leading this
House, refer to the watisfacl‘orv finaneial
pumtwu of Vietoria compared to that of
Western Australia, and declare that it
was due to the control by boards of the
concerns which, in Western Australia, are
in the hands of the Government. I sin-
cerely hope that the Leader of the House
will ask the Goverament to give conailera-
tion to the motion and to do something
in the direction supggested. Some years
ago our water supplies were cantrolled by
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a board.- My memory, however, does not
serve me 30 well as to enable me to say
exactly what happened to that board. I
do not think it was a great success. The
handing over of thes¢ concerns to local
governing bodies wmay be better than
appointing a board to direet them, While
on this subject, I may express my satis-
faction at the faet that the Minister for
Railways hae arrived at Bsome sort of
arrangement with the motor bus pro-
prietors, and that no longer iz there that
friction which existed a little while back,.
We must recognise the faet that motor
transport has come te stay. Tn America
it is going ahead by leaps and hounds. In
London the advisability of removing the
trams from the vcity and substituting
motor buses is receiving consideration.
Therefore the Minister for Railways in
this State has an important duty to per-
form in the direction of seeing that every-
thing is done, not in the interests of the
tramways, but in the interests of the
travelling public. There are hundreds of
people who would prefer to travel by bus
than by tram,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: They can get a seat
in the bus.

Hon. J, EWING: The Government's
duty is to carry out the wishes of the
people. I am certain that the trams have
not suffered by the competition of the
motor buses, and I hope the Government
will not interfere unduly with those buses,
Of courss a great deal has to be done with
regard to the roads, and if we are to have
heavy traffie, greater taxation must be im-
posed. T may be permitted to offer a few
remarks about the proposal to carry the
trams over the Horseshoe Bridge. I trust
members will realise the seriongness of the
action of the Governpment in thia respect.
This bridge is practically an ‘‘S8’’ curve,
and on the north side three roads con-
verge at the one point. Members repre-
senting the Metropolitan and Metropolitan-
Suburban Provincea should be alive to the
danger of having trams crossing the
bridge. I have no Aduvubt the Minister is
acting on the advice of his respoansible
officers. I do not set myself up as being
capable of combating the opinion of those
expert offiecrs, but I have a little common
vense, and I realise the danger of taking
trams over this bridge. Imagine what
will happen when a big bogey car crosacs
the bridge! The end of the car will pro-
trude three or four feet over the rails at
every curve. The traffic on that bridge is
sufliciently congested to-day without lay-
ing tramlines over it. I appeal to mem-
bery to consider this matter at once and
to express their opinions either for or
against the construetion of a line over the
bridez, 8o that pressure may be brought
on the Government to atay their hand. An
hon, member in another place, speaking
on the Address-in-reply, warned the Gov-
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ernment about this danger and told them
that if they went on with the work it
wotld be necessary to pull up the lines
again in three or four years’ time, and
not only that, hut the Government wounld
have to build a hospital close to the
bridge to receive the casuvalties.

Hon. J. Cornell: It will be necessary to
build a morgue, not a hospital.

Hon. J. EWING: No attention appears
to have been paid to the warning given
by that hon. member, becavse the work
is now in progress, a ecommencement
having been made with the removal of
the big lamp at the Wellington-street end.

Hon. C. ¥. Baxter: And they are put-
ting down manholes,

Hon. J. EWING: There is no doubt that
if we do not interfere the work will be
carried on,

The PRESTDENT: The question before
the House is the transfer of the tramways
and the water supply to local bodies, not
the construction of a tramline over the
Horseshoe Rridge.

Hon, J. EWING: Yes, but the local
authorities will have to take over the con-
trol of the tramway traffic on the Horse-
shoe Bridge. 1 am snre, Mr, President,
you will allow me to add a few more words
on the suhjevt so that we may come to
an early deeision. Tt is important that
the matter shonld he discussed without
delay, T am not spenking with any feel-
ing, except the desire te ask members
representing the Metropolitan Provinee to
be up and doing. Tf they are of the
opinion that it is right that this line
shonld be constructed over the bridge,
then their views differ materially from
mine, 1 eamnot belicve, however, that any-
ong in this Chamber will endorse the
action of the Government

Hon., F. E, 8. WILLMOTT (South-
West) [5.15]: T suppert the motion. It
brings bhark to my memory what ocenrred
14 years ago. I had just returned to the
0l Country after many years absence, and
was much struck by the c¢hanges that had
taken place. When, as a boy, T left Eng-
land the trams were being drawn by horaes.
Later they were electrified, and before my
return to England they had been serapped
for the reason that it was found impossible
to run trama with the ever increasing
traffic. Take our own little place, Perth, a
village: Here we have trams running up
Hay-street. There is only one line, but
when a tram stops at, say, the Feonomie
corner, it atops, not at the edge of the
pavement as would a motor bus, but on its
tracks, practically in the middle of the road,
and holds up all the traffic behind it. No
motoy ear may pass until the tramear moves
again, Consequently the traffic is held up
over practically the full width of the street;
for if a mator car were to pull out on the
wronz gide of the stationary tramcar, it
would meet the traffic coming in the oppo-
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site dircetion. When Perth has double its
ropulation—which I hope we shall shortly
see—we shall have the fraffic held up from
William-street to Barrack-street. On rteturn-
ing here irom Epgland and getting into
conversation with members, T found they
ridiculed the iden of trams interfering with
the traffiec. However, that has been learnt
by experience in other places, and surely
it is for us tn profit by the experience of
others. It may he said that we have erected
a huee electrie power plant at East Perth
to su:-ply the ecwrrent necessary to the tram-
wiys, and that a great deal of that current
wonlil not b used if we were to serap the
trans. But we can use up all the eurreat
gencrated in Eaqt Perth by electrifying our
railvays from Midand Junetion to Fre-
mantle, go the idea of there being any waste
of current euts no ice at oll. I do not wish
to say anything about the Horseshoe Bridge,
except this: As a motorist who frequently
drives over that bridge, I drive with the
utmost eare, even with trepidation, every
time I eross {hat structure. What with the
grade and the sharp turn at Roe-street, and
with a bulky lamp jost shutting out all
vigion, I erawl down on that side. Other
motorists pass me, but I c¢are nothing at
all about that. T have never yet killed
anybody, not even a fowl, my bag wp to the
present being but a few ecats.

Ilen. .J. Ewing: You do not think it would
be safe to run the trams over that bridge?

Hen. F, E. 8. WILLMOTT: Mosat as-
suredly T do not. Only a few weeks ago the
tram track along Newecastle-strcet was re-
paired; that is to say, the track adjacent
to the tramrails was repaired. Men picked
it ont for 18 inches on either side of the
rajls, and filled it in with tarred macadam.
That road to-day is in nearly as bad a state
as it was befere the work was done. I am
not finding fault with the work, but T say
it is impossible, except by wood blocking,
to wmake a road stand up apainat the tram-
lines. T entirely azree with the motion.
One company in Melbourne has already put
on 30 motor buses to work in conjunction
with the tramways, and in addition there
are other com|anies operating. We have
been told that our roads will not stand the
bus traffic. That is apparently the great
harrier erected against the motor bus. But
it is nonsense to say anything of the sort.
We eonld build roads that would stand it.
Also it is nonsense to talk about the com-
gested traffie in Perth. More vebicles go
along Cheapside in one hour than go along
Hay-street in a week. .As for the condition
of the road in Cheapside, you have only to
#o along there after seven o'clock in the
evening to see boys enjoying themselves on
roller skates. If roads can be bmilt to with-
stand the huge volume of traffic in Cheap-
side—and they are put down on clay, a much
worse foundntion than is sand—surely we,
with our huge hills of ironstone within
reasnnable distanee of Perth. are not going
to say we cannot build similar roads! We
ecan afford to cot out the trams; at all
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events we ought to refuse to extend them.
Alse we must increase the number of our
one-way traffic roads if we are to walk
through the streets of Perth in safety. In
another jlace years ago I proposed that
Hay-street should be declared a one-way
trafiie street. My proposal was laughed to
scarn,  Yet DPitt-street, Sydney, i3 a one-
way traffic street, and at the very least it
ta just as jmportant a street as iz Hay-
strect, Perth. I will support the motion.

On moetion hy Hon, J. Nieholson, debate
adjourned.

BILLS(2)—THIRD READING.
1. Standard Survey Marks.
Transmitted to the Assembly.

2, Tnelaimed Moneys Act Amendment.
1"assed.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS RATES.
In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—PRIVATE BAVINGS BAXK.
Second Reading,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. A, Drew—Central} [5.3¢] in moving the
seeond reading said: The object of this
Bill is two-fold. It is first dJesigned to
protect the interests of those who may de-
posit mouney in private savings banks, and
secondly to preserve, as far as possible, the
us¢ of that money for the benefit of the
State. It should not be necessary to siress
the wisdom of action such as this. It has
long been an aceepted principle that gov-
ernments  should safeguard the public
against the econsequences of possible reck-
lessness on the part of private banka, This
can be szaid without any refleetion upon
private financinl institutions, which have
eonducted their businesses on sound Jines,
and done so much for the development of
trade and industry throughout the world,
and particularly in Australia. There should
also be no need of a special appeal %o
memlers regarding the second aim of the
Bill. Since responsible Government our
State savings banks have been a powerful
factor in asvisting the progress of the State.
On the 30th June last the balance to the
eredit of depositors was £5920,120; the
acenmulated savings of 196,881 depositors,
inelinding 43,749 children, with their de-
posits totalling £72,662. Interest amount-
ing to £189,828 was credited to depositors
during the year, The funds deposited by
the public in the Government Savings Bank
were invested as follows: £33,163 in mort-
gages on ireehold securities; £35,680 in
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municipal dehentures; £508,207 in metro-
politan waterworks amd goldfields water
supply debentures; £240,954 in debentures
under the Agricultural Lands Purchase
Act; £71,557 1n water board debentures;
£3,123,303 in loeal inscribed stock certifi-
cates; £4,204 in Land Drainage Act de-
bentures; £14,994 in road board deben-
tures; £746,113 in Treasury bills; £621,360
in Treasury bonds; £6,210 in Western Aus-
tralian Government debentures; and £66,667
on fixed deposit. During the last finaneial
year £10,500 was transferred from the
bank’s profit and loss account to Consoli-
dated Revenue, and now £34,006 remains to
the credit of the profit and loss account,
and is available for transfer to the Conseli-
dated Revenne fund this  year. These
figmes show what a great help the savings
bank has heen to the State. Tt will be
admitted, T think, that the henefits derived
fram the bank should be preserved as far
as possible to the State. The Bill makes
provision for the regulation of the carry-
ing on of savings bank business by private
persons and for the licemsing of private
gavings banks, and prohibits the carrying
on of savings bank business within the
State by private persons except under the
antharity of a license pranted by the Gov-
ernor. It is proposed that applieations for
liccnses shall be accompanied by certain
informution and evidenece of the stahility
and bona fides of the applicant, and there
shall be deposited with the Minister the sum
of £10,000 to be invested by him in deben-
tures, Treosory bilis, or other securities of
the State Government, or such other securi-
tics of the value of £10,000. It is also pro-
posed that the licensee of a savings bank
shall be entitled to receive the income de-
rived from the investment of moneys de-
posited with the Minister, and from the
securities deposited with him. The Bill
provides that each private savings bank
shall invest with the MiniSter, during the
months of January, April, July, and Oc-
tober in each year, 70 per cent. of the ex-
cess of the total deposits made in soch sav-
ings bank over the total withdrawals from
that bavk during the last preceding quarter.
It is further provided that the sum go in-
veated shall bear interest payable to the
bank at the rate of one per cent. per an-
num higher than the rate per cent. that the
Fank has allowed, during such last preced-
ing quarter. by way of interest on savings
hank deposits. If during any qnarter the
withdrawals from a bank exceed the de-
posits, it is provided that the Minister shall
refund to the bank eoncerned a sum equal
to 70 per cent. of the amount of the excess
of withdrawals over deposits during that
quarter. The Biil further provides that the
Governor for a period may exempt any bank
from complying with the provisions set out,
and that hy a similar order the Governor
may for o period reduce, in favour of any
hank, the percentage of excess' deposits the
bank is required to invest with the Alinister.
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Provision is also made for the protection
of the customers of a private bank. The
Bill sets out that all moneys and securities
invested or deposited with the Minister by
a tank shall be charged with the payment
and satisfaction of all final judgments
agaiust that bank in respect of deposits
with it in this State which are otherwise
not satisfied. A private savings bank that
transavts other than savings bank business
is required to keep a separate aceount of
all moness received on account of savings
hank customers, and to establish a separate
fund to the credit of which all moneys se
reevived shall be absolutely the security of
the savings bank depositers. 1 ean give
more explicit information when | am deal-
ing with the clauses. Under Clause 2, the
Governor may exempt any private savings
bank, partly or wholly, from the operation
of the Act, and the cxemption may be re-
vokeddl or varied 'y him at any time. It is
hard to tell what eircumstances might arise
to warrant this step, and it is just as well
to have that power, The Governmeat would
kave to justify any action that it took in
this direction if called upon to do so. That
is the attitude taken up by the Colonial
Treasurer. Clause 3 deals with interpreta-
tion, Clanse 4 provides a stiff penalty for
those who earry on savings bank business
withont a license. Clanse 5 sets out the
provednre to be adopted by an applicant for
a lieense. Among other conditions to be
observed, a copy of the last balance sheet
iasued by the applicant, or a certified state-
ment of his assets and liabilities, must be
supplicd, and a deposit of £10,000, as pro-
vided for in Clause G, must be made with
the Miniater. In addition to the stipulated
requirement, the Minister may eall upon
the applicant to furnish any other informa-
tion he may consider necessary. The Gov-
ernor may then grant the license, subject
to such conditions as may be preseribed.
Provited the conditions of the Aect are ob-
served, the license cannot be revoked, but
it may he surrendered. Clause 6 explainsg
the nature of a deposit that will he agcept-
able. The deposit must be £10,000, to be
invested by the Minister in debentures,
stock, Treasury biils, or other securities of
the State Government; or it may ke gecurities
of the same value consisting of debentures,
stock, Treasury bills, or other secorities of
the State (Government. The Jlinister has
to decile as to the valur of the seewrities
oftered. The licensed savings lank will be
entitled to the ineome from investment of
money or securities deposited. Under
Clause 7 the bank must, every quarter, in-
vest with the Minister a sum equal to 70
per cent. of the excess of the total deposits
made with it over the total withdrawals
during the last preceding quarter. For
this meney the private sarvings bank gets

one per cent. higher than it bhas
allowed its depositors during the pre-
eeding  qnarter, For instance, if it

allows its depositors three and a half
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per cenf, it gets four and a half per
cent. from the Government. Take sub-
elause 2. Suppose it is discovered that the
total withdrawals during the quarter have
exceeded the total deposits, and the bank
so informs the Minister, he must eome to
the help of the bank so that its stability
may be preserved. He must refund to tbe
bank from the 70 per cent. moneys he has
taken a sum equal to the 70 per cent. of
the amount by which the Lotal withdrawals
have exceeded the total deposits. With
this provision the bank should always be
in a position to meet its obligations to de-
positors, Under Sub-clause 3 the Governor
may from time to time exempt any bank
from complying with the provisions of the
section for such period as he thinks fit,
that is to say, the bank may be temporarily
exempted from handing over 70 per cent.
of ity deposits; or he may make such fur-
ther concessions in this respect as he may
think proper, But if a bank contravenes
the section, it ia liable to have its license
revoked. Clanse 8 provides that in the case
of a bank getting into difficultics, and being
unable to pay its depositers, the moneys
and securities deposited or invested with
the Minister shall be used for the purpose,
but not for “any other contracts or debts
of the bank. TUnder Clauvse 9, the bank,
if earrying on any other husiness, must keep
geparate aeeonnts of all moners received in
respect of its sarings bank business. All
moneys helonging to depositors must be
placed in 2 separate fend to be ealled *“the
savings bank fund,’’ and that fund, whether
invested or not, canmot be seized by any
persons who have unsatisfied judgments
against the bank by reason of some other
business that it has been carrying on. Un-
der Clause 10 the hank must have a regis-
tered office in the State, and the office must
be in charge of one or more of the princi-
pals, or of the prinecipal attorney of the
bank in the State. Clawse 12 provides for a
power of attorney to be depesited under
Part VIII. of the Companies Act, 1893,
or the Powers of Attorney Aet, 1896, Un-
der Claunse 13, when a lank ceases to earry
on business and satisfies the Minister that
it can discharge all its liahilities as sueh,
its deposits and securities will be returned,
and its license will end, Clause 14 provides
that a private savings bank carrying on
business at the commencement of this meas-
ure will be exempt from the neeessity of
obtaining a license and of putting up a de-
posit within three months after the Aet be-
gins to operate. Clausz 15 deals with reg-
uvlations. I move—

That the Bill be wtow read a second
time.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan)
[6.46]: It seems to me that we could at-
tain the desired object by a much shorter
cut than this lengthy Bill. As I under-
stand the measure, it praetically prohibits
any savings bank being established here
at all. It beging with requiring a deposit
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of £10,000, and then, when deposits come
into the bank, the Government take 70 per
cent. of the amount, leaving the bank just
a little counter change to pay depositors
when they want to withdraw money. If the
withdrawals at any time approach the
amount of the deposits, the Government
will give the bank back a little bit of the
70 per cent. The Government will also
allow the bank a margin of one per cent.,
which, I suppose, will not pay the manage-
ment expenses. I do not know what the
management expenses of the State Savings
Bank are, but I should certainly say they
are more than one per cent. of the total.
No bank conld possibly carry on under the
conditions proposed by this Bill. Therefore
T think the quickest way about this wonld be
to insert one clause in the Bill saying that
no private savings baunk shall hereafter be
permitted to be established in Western Aus-
tralia,

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon debate
adjourned.

BILL—TRADE TUNIONS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reoding.

b Debate resumed from the 9th Septem-
ar.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [5.48]: The
gpirit in which I approach the considera-
tion of this short Bill is founded on the
old axiom, ‘‘Do the experience and prac-
tice of the past warrant a chapge, or
make a change necessary?’’ The measure
proposes a change with regard to the
officer who shall be the Registrar of Trade
Cnions. The Registrar of Friendly
Societies, whom the parent Act of 1902
appointed to be Registrar of Trade
Unions, is displaced by this Bill from the
latter pesition, it being proposed that the
Registrar of Industrial Unions shall also
be Registrar of Trade Unions, It rests
with the House to decide whether past
working warrants a change, whether the
change would bring any improvement, or
would be followed by harm. Reasons for
the introduction of this Bill were given at
a conference with the Employers’ Union
held at the then Premier’s office in 1922,
when the then Premier promised that this
amendment would be made., In funda-
mentals there is a vast difference hetween
the Trade Unions Act and the Industrial
Arbitration Act. We know that hoth laws
operate in Australia; but in many other
British Dominions the trade unions have
repudiated arbitration, and adhere* to
trade unionism only. Glancing at indus-
trial and economic history one gleans that
there were many centuries of strife over
the recognition of trade unionism.
Eventually the fight was wou by the trade
unionists of @(Great Britain. The Trade
Unions Act we now have on our statute
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hook is purely a uumestic measure, Tegu-
lating the domestic affairs of trade unions.
Of that Act it can be said that it has
stood practically unaltered sinee it vwas
poassed in 1902, The same compliment ean
be paid to very few of our laws. The
Trade Unions Act was passed in the same
gession of Parliament as the original In-
dustrial Coneiliation and Arbitration Aect,
The only three remaining of the stalwarts
who fought with the James Government to
gecure the charter of trade unions in the
form of the Arbitration Aet are the mem-
ber for Mt, Margaret (Mr. Taylor), the
member for Forrest (Mr. Holman), and
the member for Guildford (Hon. W. D.
Johnson). Of the Arbitration Act there
have been many amendments, and we
know there will be many more, accom-
panied by hitter and acrimonious discus-
sions. Plainly, however, there has been
no conflict of opinion regarding the Trade
Unions Act. Probably that measure con-
tains anomalies. Ton 1912 the Arbitration
Act was amended and consolidated, and
Parliament then in its wisdom decided, by
Bection 115, that the Registrar of Friendly
Boeieties should be the Registrar of Indus-
trial Unions until sueh time as the Gov-
ernment of the day might decide other-
wise. Following upon Mr. T. F. Davies's
appointment as a police magistrate, tho
present Clerk of the Arbitration Court,
Mr, Walsh, was some time later made
Registrar of Industrial Unions. After a
lapse of some 13 years, the Registrar of
Friendly Societies ceased to be Registrar
for this measure. The Trade Unions Act
provided in 1902, and provides to-day,
that seven or more persons may register
as a trade union. The Arbitration Aet of
1902 provided that not less than 15 per-
sons could be registered as an industrial
union. The Trade nions Aet of 1902 also
provided that a trade union might register
under the Arbitration Aect. PFrom a fairly
long and varied experience of industrial
unionism in this State and in others, I am
able to eay that I knew of no friction
between the Trade Unions Act and the
Arbitration Aet, but T found tbat greater
protection was given to trade unions bv
the Trade Unions Act than was afforded
by the Arbitration Aect. The goal of every
induostrial unniom at one period was, not
registration wunder the Arbitration Act,
but registration under the Trade Unions
Act.

Hon. E. H. Harris: That is not the goal
nowadays.

Hon. .J. CORNELL: The late Registrar
of Friendly Societies, Mr. Bennett, held
on numerons occasions that though the
Trade Unions Act vrovided that a trade
union might be registered under the Arhi-
tration Act, still it was desirable that a
trade union should not be registered under
the Arhitration Act until it had at least
15 membera. But the law under which

737

we are working to-day clearly lays down
that a trade wvnion registered in a speei-
filed industry, and baving 15 members, can
be registered under the Arbitration Aet
rroviding it conforms to the rules under
the Arbitration Act. T have no desire
whatever to misrepresent or harshly eriti-
cise the AMinister; I know him ton well
The Minister said that the necessity for
the amendment arese from the e¢ircum-
stance that registration of a trade union
¢ould be effected under the Trade TUnions
Act, and from the further circumstance
that the Registrar of Industrial Unions
would, by reason of such regisirntion, be
compelled to register the same body as an
industriasl union under the Arbitration
Act. That is news to me.

Hon. F. H. Harria: And to a good many
other industrialists.

Hon. J. CORNELL: It is news to me
because I know of unions in this State
which were tregistered as trade unions and
which fought the registrar, not for weeks
but for months, with regard to the right
of political action. While they were
registered under the Trade Unions Act
and had political action among their
objects, the registrar would not register
them under the Arbitration Act. When
Mr. Bennett was Registrar of Friendly
Bocieties, his process of reasoning always
was that if a trade union registered under
the Trade Unions Act sought to obtain
algo the privileges of the Arbitration Act,
it must eomplvy with the provisions of
the latter Aet. That is fair and reasoun-
able. T have the same confidence in Mr.
Walsh, the present Registrar of Industrial
T'nions, as I had in Mr. Bennett, who was
registrar for many long years. T hold that,
in view of all the circumstances, the Trade
Unions Aet Dbeing purely domestic legisla-
tion, it might be nnwise to confer the
right of granting or refusing registration
on onc person, who would immediately find
himself in the position of having to try to
render justice to two policies which are
separated by a very broad line of demarca-
tion. If a enion is registered to-day, {therais
nothing to prevent it being registered under
the Arbitration Aect as well, provided that
the rules are amended to conform with the
roquirements of that Aet. Undor the Trade
Tnions Act of 1902 provision is made that
unions ‘‘may’’ he registered; it dces mot
set out that tiade unions **shall’’ he re-
gistered. On many oceasions the Registrar
has been called upon to deeide matters af-
fecting the domestic policy of unions, par-
ticularly regarding how far and to what ex-
tent the funds of unions may be nsed in
arcordance with the law., During the time
Mr, Bennett held the position of Industrial
Registrar, he had to go to Gwalia to in-
quire into the question of a trades union
expending their funds in comnection with a
picture show. He held that that expenditure
was not legal. I1f hon. members can con-
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vince me that there is any great hardship
inflicted as a result of {he conditions ex-
isting to-day, I will be amenable to reason
and will vote accordingly. I have yet to
learn that there is any necessity for a
change. 1 have had 30 years’ experience
in Weatern Australia and [ know that some
of the unions registered under the Trade
Unions Act would not agree to he registered
under the Industrial Arbitration Aet. 1
believe the same thing applies to-day, while
the eonverse also obtains,

Hop, A, Levekin interjected.

Hon, J. CORNELL: I did not say
anions are non-political.  TUnions are all
more or less political. I have had a rather
lively experience regarding unions and 1
know that what may take place at a meeting
is no eriterion when members go to the
ballot box. The fact remains that funds
are used, and the law does not prevent
them from being used, for political pur-
poses. If it be decmed advisable, in the in-
terests of the unions, te say that the funds
of such unions shall not be used for politi-
cal purposcs, there is only one reasonable
eourse open to those holding that view and
that is to introduce the necessary legisla-
tion.

Member:
the same.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Of course that is
50. Some hon, members are probably more
up-to-date regarding trade union matters
than am I at present. I am still on good
terms with many trade vnions and take a
lively interest im their affairs. I had the
bonour of being secretary of a trade utnion
on {he Eastern Uoldfields for 713 years.
The membership of that organisation aver-
aped from 240 to 250 members and I re-
ceived £8 a year. Now men are connected
with unions in similar eapacities and al-
thongh the memhership is much smaller
than the number I have mentioned, they
get £5 a week and the assistance of a
typist. That brings these individuals more
up-to-date than T am. I approach this
question in no carping spirit and I hope
AMr. Kitson, who is qualified to express an
epinion on these matiers, will give his views
as calmly and as dispassionately as 1 have.
I know the Minister does nct profess to
be an out-and-out authority on industrial
matters in Western Australia. Indeed, his
native modesty would not allow him to
adcpt surh an attitude. Every hon. mem-
ber respects him for his honesty and manli-
ness on that score. T think some other
members who are acquainied with the posi-
tion may express opinions that may assist in
this matter.

On motion by Hon. A. Lovekin, debate
adjourned,

But the unions will de it just

PRESIDENT—LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

The PRESIDENT [6.6]: Before any
further business is proceeded with, I would
like hon. members to grant me leave of ab-
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sence for three conseeutive sittings, I have
had a rather flattering iavitation from
Bruce Reck and from contigunous cemtres.
I have not seen that part of the State and
I would like to avail myself of this oppor-
tunity to visit those centres. In addition,
I think I can do a little good from other
standpoints as well. In passing, I would
like to point out that this in the third ses-
sion I have had the honour of occupying
the Chair and I have not been absent for
cae day, with the exception of a week last
¥car, through cireumstances over which 1
had no control. That being so0, I have taken
the liberty of asking hon. members to grant
me leave of ahsence for three ccnsecutive
sittings. In the cireumstances, when the
House moets on Tuesday next, it will be
the duty of hon. members to elect a de-
puty President. I will formally move—

Thut leave of absence for three com-
gecutive sittinge be granted to the Pre-
sident on the ground of wigent private
business.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.8 p.m.

Regislative Hasembly,
Thursday, 11th September, 1924,
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Question : North-West Department . 788
Bllls; Noxlons Weeds, Recom. ... 739
Jury Act Amendment, Recom. 740

Standard Survey Marks, 1.
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toroed ...
Industrial Arbitration Act Ameépdment, 28, 746

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—NORTH-WEST DE-
PARTMEXNT,

Mr. LAMOXND agked the Hon. 8. W.
Munsie (Honorary Minister): What has
heen the annual cost of administration of
the North-West Department?

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE replied: The
annual cost of administration of the North-
West Deivartment is as under:—1921/22,
£2.243; 1922/23, £3,433; 1923/24, £4,011.



